[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]Sunrise Moritessori
Napa valley




GUIDELINES FOR OBSERVATION

TODDLER AND PRESCHOOL/KINDERGARTEN PROGRAMS

Welcome to Sunrise Montessori!  We are glad that you are interested in our school.  While observing, please --

1.  REMAIN UNOBTRUSIVE OBSERVERS - DO NOT SEEK OUT CHILDREN, BUT PLEASE           ACKNOWLEDGE THEM IF THEY APPROACH YOU.                                                     

2.  RESPECT CHILDREN’S NEED TO CONCENTRATE ON THEIR WORK.

3.  ALLOW TEACHERS TO FOCUS ON THE CHILDREN. 

4.  RETURN TO THE OFFICE TO LET US KNOW THAT YOU HAVE COMPLETED YOUR OBSERVATION.

The following guidelines should make your observation of the classroom more meaningful and help you to pick out important aspects of the environment, social interactions, individual learning, and group dynamics.  Each day in the classroom is unique.  On some days the children are full of energy and on others, the classroom is very calm.

1.  Focus on the whole environment - the classrooms, entryways, outside play area.

2.  In the Preschool/Kindergarten classroom, can you identify the different areas of the classroom (the Practical Life, Sensorial, Language, Math, Cultural Subjects, and Art areas)?

3.  Activities in the classroom range from quiet and stationary to active and physical pursuits.  What kinds of activities are going on now?

4.  In each area of the classroom you will see materials designed to develop a particular skill or concept.  In some cases a particular sequence should be followed.

     Can you identify the activities designed to foster:


a.  development of a positive self concept


b.  auditory discrimination


c.  visual discrimination


d.  language discrimination


e.  small muscle control


f.  large muscle control


g.  climbing


h.  sensory skills


i.  size discrimination (block building)


j.  math concepts


k.  art and music activities


l.  water play

5.  Can you identify the children’s patterns of moving and self-expression?  Do they function independently, in small groups, in large groups  -- when and how?

6.  After you have observed the classroom as a whole, you may choose to focus on one child and follow his/her patterns.  A child’s play is her work.  Look for the following in the toddler and preschool child:


a.  What signs, verbal and nonverbal, indicate a child’s emotional and physical needs?


b.  What is the child’s pace and tempo?


c.  Does he choose an activity immediately or observe first?


d.  Does she choose activities independently or look for help?


e.  Does the child show constant attention to an activity?


f.   Does the child repeat the same activity over and over?


g.  Do different children use the same material or activity?

7.  In what activities are the teachers involved?  Are they:


a.  talking to a child or group of children?


b.  meeting physical needs and/or emotional needs?


c.  fostering positive social interactions?


d.  observing?


e. working with individuals, small groups, large groups?

8.  Do the children seem to know and enjoy each other?

9.  What is the nature of the social interaction in the classroom?  Does it occur in small or large groups or between individuals?

10.  The classroom ground rules should foster the healthy developmental growth of both the individual child and the group.  The usual ground rules include the following:


a.  All materials in the classroom are for the children’s use.  In some cases a

                  material may be used freely, and at other times only after it has been 


      presented.  At all times, the materials should be used with care.


b.  The child takes the materials that he wishes to use to a rug or a table or other work area 
     appropriate to the activity.


c.  After using materials, the child returns them to the place on the display shelf in the 
   
     condition in which he found them.  Children at this age are great imitators.  They need an 
     adult model to show them what is expected and to participate in the clean up.


d.  A child may join another child who is using a specific piece of equipment only if he is 
 
     invited by the child to do so.


e.  Children must respect the rights of others to concentrate on work and have a safe, 

     peaceful environment in which to work

Observation Notes:
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